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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SGEN, PFOR, NI 

SUBJECT: ''NIGERIANISM' 1 - A UNIQUELY NIGERIAN WELTANSCHAUUNG 

1. EMBASSY IS TODAY POUCHING OUR A-265 ON ABOVE 
SUBJECT, WHICH WARRANTS CAREFUL READING BY ALL WHO 
ARE INVOLVED WITH USG-FMG RELATIONSHIP,? 

2. AIRGRAM ATTEMPTS EXPLAIN AND DESCRIBE UNIQUE 
COMPLEX OF ATTITUDES AND OUTLOOK WHICH GOVERN 
NIGERIAN BEHAVIOR IN DEALINGS WITH NON-NIGERIANS. 

GROUNDED IN NIGERIA'S CULTURE AND TRADITIONS, 

AND GIVEN CURRENT FORM BY EXPERIENCE OF CIVIL 
WAR AND AWARENESS OF COUNTRY'S EXCEPTIONAL 
RESOURCE BASE, "NIGERIANISM" SOMETIMES APPREARS 
AS ARROGANCE OR SELF-ASSERTIVENESS BUT IS IN 

FACT HIGHLY COMPLEX PHENOMENON. AS NEAR-IDEOLOGY, 
"NIGERIANISM” DICTATES MILITANT INSISTENCE ON 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY, SELF-RESPECT, AND SOVEREIGNTY, 

AND INCORPORATES ELEMENTS OF SUSPICION AND 
DISTRUST OF PROPOSALS FROM NON-NIGERIAN SOURCES. 

3. NIGERIANS BELIEVE APPROACH EMBODIED IN 
"NIGERIANISM” IS WHOLLY APPROPRIATE TO THEIR 
NEEDS AND SITUATION, AND WE SEE NO REASON 

TO ANTICIPATE ANY CHANGE IN WAY NIGERIANS DEAL 
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POSES FOR NON-NIGERIANS SEEKING TO DO BUSINESS 
HERE, "NIGERIANISM" IS NOT NECESSARILY AGAINST 
FUNDAMENTAL USG INTERESTS. WITH UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PHENOMENON AND APPROPRIATE ADJUSTMENTS 
IN OUR OWN APPROACH, WE CAN LIVE SUCCESSFULLY 
WITH "NIGERIANSIM" IN FUTURE AS WE HAVE DONE 
IN PAST. 

REINHARDT 
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